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AUSTRALIAN BRAVERY MEDAL — MR PAUL UDINGA 
COMMENDATION FOR BRAVERY — MR JIM REGAN 

Statement by Minister for Environment 
HON DONNA FARAGHER (East Metropolitan — Minister for Environment) [3.36 pm]: The Governor-
General of the Commonwealth of Australia, Her Excellency Ms Quentin Bryce, AC, yesterday announced that 
Mr Paul Udinga, a national park ranger with the Department of Environment and Conservation, is to receive an 
Australian Bravery Medal. The citation, released by Ms Bryce, reads — 

During a series of rescue events, beginning in the early hours of 2 April 2004, Mr Udinga was involved 
in the rescue of an injured woman from the flooded Hancock Gorge in the remote Karijini National 
Park, Western Australia. 

In the darkness of early morning and in light rain, Mr Udinga was one of a group of rescuers preparing 
to winch an injured female tourist from a natural water pool. The woman was strapped into a stretcher 
and immobilised for her safety. As the crew were checking the rope lines on the stretcher a torrent of 
flood waters thundered into the confined space of the gorge forcing them into the pool. 

A member of the team swam across the water hole to assist but he was swept away. Although his other 
colleagues became separated Mr Udinga was able to hold on to the victim as the surge sucked the 
stretcher through a narrow rock chute, overturning it repeatedly. 

Ignoring his own safety, Mr Udinga remained with the victim to right the stretcher, struggling with its 
weight against the force of the current. He braced it against an embankment but was reluctant to 
unharness the victim for fear the stretcher would be washed away. 

Although exhausted himself, Mr Udinga continued to reassure the woman, keeping the stretcher upright 
as the water surged around him. Some 12 hours after the incident occurred, in a fresh rescue attempt, 
the victim was able to be winched to safety. 

By his actions, Mr Udinga displayed considerable bravery.’ 

While Mr Udinga’s bravery in the face of great personal risk was able to save the life of the visitor from the 
United Kingdom, the incident sadly claimed the life of Mr Jim Regan, a respected member of the local State 
Emergency Service. Mr Regan was acknowledged posthumously in the bravery decorations with a 
commendation for bravery. 

Consideration of the statement made an order of the day for the next sitting, on motion by Hon Ed Dermer. 
 


